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Abstract

The present paper, following from the previous dealing with the concept of “Folk art” (often called
“Mingei” in Japanese), concerns the discussion of that topic by Muneyoshi YANAGI in the era just before
the appearance of that word formation at the beginning of the 2nd decade of the 20th century. With the
opening up of the country after the Meiji Restoration that unavoidably put Japan on to the international
scene in which foreign trade was a crucial element this still young national state founded the “Folk art
industry” that as a term in itself is owed basically to two Germans, the art critic and architect Gottfried
Semper and the economist Werner Sombart. In this part of my essay how Japanese realistically and
rationally argued this theme in that era will be discussed mainly by looking back at the theories of two
economists: Kaichi TODA, professor at Kyoto university and Suzo ICHIKAWA, one of the earliest

economists of Japan.
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