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Abstract

The present paper deals with “Folklorism”, the special term in the scientific folklore study invented—
apart from its previous use as an English word (a collective noun of folklore) and some experimental
adopting of it by German sociologists—by Hans MOSER and Hermann BAUSINGER in German
“Volkskunde” circle since the early 1960s and today used by the folklorists of many countries on the
world mainly for clarifying the contemporary folk culture. The present writer, who had tried to introduce
this innovative concept to the academic circles of folklore study in Japan since 1989/90 with several
essays and translation of the German original theses on it, was recently obliged to debate this subject
again by being confronted with a critical discussion by Mikiharu ITO, a cultural anthropologist, who
regarded Folklorism as a mere dichotomy to sort the genuine traditional customs and legitimate
ceremonies from a lot of pseudo-traditional performances and fashionable miscellaneous events, and
labeled it a superficial criterion for modern folk cultures. Ito’s debate is due to a mistaking the Hans
MOSER’s concept for the problematic—in spite of the essential stimulus to investigate the folkloric
phenomena in these times—term “fakelore” (a coined word replacing the “folk” of folklore with “fake”)
introduced by Richard M. DORSON in American folklore study in the 1950s. The present essay,
especially this first part of it, therefore, tries to prove that Folklorism is a concept essentially
characterized by being free from valuing or authorizing. It does not certify any part of folk culture as
good and genuine on one hand, and look down the other as bad and false on other hand. It is rather a
viewpoint for just facing our folk culture as it is, without sitting in judgment, and therefore possibly
having an outlook on the structure of everyday-life in modern times.
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