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Abstract

This paper is a continuation of the two previous ones and deals with ‘Folklorism.” The concept was
originally promulgated in the German academic world of folklore studies in an attempt to understand
how the phenomena of folklore actually evolve. Nearly always, the premise is that these phenomena are
to a greater or less extent consciously connected to tradition. In such cases the assumption is,
characteristically, that the folklore in question is both ‘primitive’ and ‘close to Nature.” This begs the
question, what is meant by ‘Nature’ as applied to human behaviour?

This problem is dealt with here from three standpoints. First, like J. G. Frazer, thought is given to the
idea that a folk tradition is to be identified with what is ‘primitive’ or ‘natural.” Secondly, when applied
to ‘human nature,’ it will be observed how ‘naturalism,” which is mainly found in 19th century literature
and philosophy, is understood in terms of ‘instinct’ or ‘impulse,” as is the case when Hegel speaks of
‘the lawless.” Thirdly, it can also be observed how, to the contrary, the ‘primitive lives’ of humankind
can be idealized and appear to have been ‘blessed by God’ in a manner that was approved by M.E. de
Monttaigne. This traditional idea of the ‘rural idyll” is in marked contrast to the real state of life in the

country.
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