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Abstract

The present paper, continuing from the previous issue, deals with the problems concerning “current
folklore studies”, especially the theoretical succession from Kunio YANAGIDA (1875-1962), the
founder the Japanese folklore studies to his successor Noboru MIYATA (1936-2000). The former
emphasized “anxiety” as a psychological criterion of the people living in the town because they were
far from the province and its life style. The latter, Miyata, has also basically considered many phases of
town life from the later period of the Edo era to today from essentially the same angle. In this paper the
problems of such viewpoints will be pointed out and critically analyzed.
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