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Karl Braun, Sadism or Brutal Ritual? On Bullfighting in Spain and the Possibility of
Legitimization (Original: Sadismus? Rituell bedingte Grausamkeit? Zur Rolle der
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Abstract

No discussion is so hot as the one on bullfighting in Spain, because there seems to be no room for
compromise between the opinions of both sides. The supporters find in it the beauty of national identity
while the opposition criticizes it for merely being a corrupt practice and an example of commercialism.
Karl Braun, Professor of the Institute of European Ethnology in Marburg, Germany, who taught at
universities in Spain for a long time and has a wide experience and knowledge of Iberian cultures,
attempts to place the “corrida de toros” in the traditional folk culture of the Spanish nation, taking notice
of the stoic “art” of “matadors” confronting a mystically storming bull on one side and the behavior of
“afficionados”, lovers of the sport, in the “arena” on other side. This essay “Sadismus? Rituell bedingte
Grausamkeit? Zur Rolle der Gewalt in spanischen Stierkdmpfen.” (originally 1994) is translated from
German to Japanese by Shin Kono, Professor in Aichi University for the series with the theme “Animal

Ethics in the Western Culture today”.
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166
3L HF 21 No.29
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