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Abstract

According to Liu Zhengtan 2]iE 4 et al. (eds.), Hanyu wailaici cidian #3545 % 315 ft | the
geographical term redai #44i7 (‘tropics’) is of Japanese origin. But if it is a Japanese loanword, it
would more likely have been rendered as shudai &4, and the use of the character re 4 suggests
that this term originated in a language, such as Chinese, that uses this character also with refer-
ence to climate. As a first step in substantiating these suspicions of mine, 1 ascertained the fact
that the term redai is found in Lobscheid’s English and Chinese Dictionary (1866-69). Next, T re-
traced the traditions of Chinese “Western learning” that were reflected in Lobscheid’s dictionary
and pointed out that the same term appears in embryonic form in the Kunyu wanguo quanty 3%
JTBE 4B (1602) by the Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci. (As a compound, redai appears for the
first time in Ricci's Qiankun tiyi %315 .) But there remained the question of whether Lobs-
cheid did in fact draw directly on the achievements of Ricci and his associates. In the present pap-
er, again focussing on geographical terminology, I wish to consider the sources of Chinese equiva-
lents in Lobscheid’s dictionary.

The term bandao - E (J. hantd) appears not only in Lobscheid’s dictionary but also in A
Pocket Dictionary of the English and Japanese Language (1862) compiled by Hori Tatsunosuke 3
#:2 8, and it has been shown by Endo Tomoo 8% /& and Nasu Masayuki JpZH%Z that Lobs-
cheid had contact with Hori. If it should prove to be the case that Lobscheid did consult Hori’s
dictionary and adopt some of its equivalents, this would overturn the widely held view that all
Chinese compounds in Lobscheid’s dictionary are of Chinese origin. I therefore wish to examine
the degree to which Lobscheid’s dictionary was influenced by A Pocket Dictionary of the English
and Japanese Language, and at the same time I shall also consider why Lobscheid did not use
some already existing terms such as huiguixian [6] 7 # (‘tropics’), maoyifeng & % B, (‘trade
wind'), and huaxue (L5 (‘chemistry’) .



