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Abstract

In this paper, I discussed with both the aesthetic dimension of narrative songs and the role
and/or function of narrative songs as a medium between humans (the Ainu) and Gods (Kamui)
among the Ainu. Basically two types of communication exist there. One is the communication
from humans to Gods. One of the examples of this type is Iyomante (what is called Ainu Bear
Festival) . The other is the communication from Gods to humans. The vector hue is opposite to
that of the former. As an example of this type, [ introduced Kamui-yukar (Songs of Gods). Then,
I discussed and integrated the narrative songs into the Ainu society and culturc as their tradition.
And I showed how the narrative songs were integrated into their tradition and vice versa. This
means the narrative songs are the key to revive the Ainu society today. I especially insist that to
perform the narrative songs in their society and in their own ways has a special cffect and a signifi-
cance to the Ainu. In other words the narrative songs should not be categorized as a literature for
reading. They are a sort of incarnation of the Ainu living tradition.
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