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The Mechanism in the Evolution of Script Figure
of Modern Chinese Characters

XU Xiubing

Abstract: Modern Chinese characters refers to the Chinese characters system
which were used from Qin and Han Dynasties to the early twentieth Century, and
their main parts were Li calligraphy and regular script. Based on Chinese
characters structure theory, calligraphy theory and culture theory, we discuss the
mechanism in the evolution of script figure of Modern Chinese characters and
make some explanation. We consider that recognition and writing are the principal
contradiction in the development of Chinese characters, the evolution of script
figure of Modern Chinese characters has progressive and periodical distinguishing
feature. The mutual influence between Li calligraphy, regular script and Cursive
font, causes the change of modern Chinese characters In terms of configuration
system and writing properties, which directly affects the physical characteristics
of the present Chinese characters.

Key words: Li-character evolution; the formation of regular script; Cursive font;
convergence; distinction
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