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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate producing skills of potters and characteristics of earthenware in
Kerala of India. Potters have inherited knowledge and skills from generation to generation without paying
any special education cost within the framework of Jati (Caste) system which provides its members with
family name, profession and marriage regulation. As a result, their products or artifacts have been simple
but skilful, and furthermore preserved deep cultural meanings.

Shaping a pot on a wheel turning counterclockwise, a potter removes the pot with a hole at the bottom.
After drying a little, he closes the hole by beating with a stick. This technique is unique to make round
type of bottom and common to some Indian influenced areas as Nepal and Southeast Asia.

Pots have been used not only as daily utensils, but as ritual tools. At funeral ceremony, a pot is thrown
away on the cremation ground and also used as bone container. Kalasa pooja in Hindu temple is a special
ceremony preparing many pots containing holy water. A pot with eyes and mouth, which is put at the front
of newly constructing house or building, is used to prevent evil eye and related to the custom of West Asia.
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