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Abstract

The world of ogre-tile makers consists of two parts : one is that of “Kuroji” and the other that of
“Shiraji”. “Kuroji” designates fired tiles. On the other hand “Shiraji” denotes tiles prepared for firing in
akiln. As a matter of fact, the world of “Kuroji” in Sanshu is divided into three parts. One is the group of
the Yamamoto Kichibei line, the second that of the “Onigen” and the “Onisen”, and the third that of the
remained ogre-tile makers which do not belong to the above two groups.

The reason why the world of “Kuroji” and that of “Shiraji” exist is because both groups have their own
guilds independently. That is why we can say two kinds of worlds making ogre-tiles co-exist with each
other in Sanshu, Japan. Firstly, I will focus on the world of “Kuroji”. However, that of “Kuroji” itself has
three parts as I mentioned in the above. The number of ogre-tile makers in the world of “Kuroji” is
nineteen. Therefore I will take basically three steps. First, I will describe the group of the Yamamoto
Kichibei line. The delineation of the second and third groups will follow respectively in the future. I will
show these groups’ characteristics, histories, and current situations one by one. As taking a view of the
state of each group and making a comparison among them, the whole picture of the world of ogre-tile
makers in “Kuroji” will take a shape.

The group of the Yamamoto Kichibei line consists of three groups. The first group can be called the
Ishikawa Fukutaro line which has four ogre-tile makers. However, only one ogre-tile maker belongs to
the guild of “Kuroji”. The second group is the Nagasaka Suekichi line which has three ogre-tile makers.
The third is the Kajikawa Hyakutaro line. This group has also three ogre-tile makers. In this article I will
delineate the first and second groups. The third one will be written in the next article. The character of the

Yamamoto Kichibei line will appear in the process of delineating each ogre-tile maker.
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