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Abstract

A fan has been used in various ways in Japan, as being given as a gift, covering a face with it, putting
something on it, and symbolizing divine power. In this paper, I classified cultural meanings of the fan into
four categories. First is a fan of memento which reminds of certain person or thing. It has been often
exchanged between lovers at a parting and given to neighbors in some occasions as the New Year day. A
boss or lord might have given it to his man and vice versa. These actions have organized or confirmed
their strong social relations. Second is a fan in behavior. When someone uses a fan in certain situation, it
may have several meanings. For example, covering one’s face with the fan may be interpreted by another
person as pretty, noble, genteel or snobbish and so on. Third is a fan with divine power. It is regarded in
a ritual as a symbol of god. If someone gets it in a competitive situation of the ritual, it means good luck
for him. Fourth is a fan of decoration. It may have origin in ritual, but it rather functions as decoration. It
will reveal one phase of Japanese traditional culture to study the fan, but there still remain many things

to study it.
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