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Abstract

The second group of ogre-tile makers of “Kuroji” in Sanshu is the group of ogre-tile makers of the
Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro Line. This group has two founders in contrast with the
Yamamoto Kichibei Line which was founded solely by Yamamoto Kichibei. These two persons are
Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro. The relationship between the two is that of master and pupil as
well as uncle and nephew. Iwatsuki Sentaro is a master of Kamiya Haruyoshi as an ogre-tile maker who
is called “Oniitashi” in Japanese. Sentaro went to Enshu for the purpose of becoming an ogre-tile maker,
so his style of ogre-tile making is that of Enshu, which is different from that of the school of Yamamoto
Kichibei. Kamiya Haruyoshi went to see Sentaro, and became his pupil in Enshu. However, Haruyoshi
went back to his hometown, Takahama, and founded an Oniitaya : a workshop of ogre-tiles. Two or three
years later Sentaro also went back to Takahama, and started another new Oniitaya. Therefore, a sort of
confusion happened concerning who is the real founder of this line because most people do not know the
relationship between the two masters. As both sides claim to be the founders of the line, I consider the
two founders together according to the actual context of ogre-makers in Sanshu. However, when I
consider the origin of the style of this line, I think that it is Iwatsuki Sentaro who is the actual founder.

Therefore I have delineated the whole picture of the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro Line.
Though the real founder is only one person, Iwatsuki Sentaro, the reality is that two groups of Kamiya
Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro coexist in Takahama. They are not completely different from each other,
but rather closely related not only in the aspect of ogre-tile making style but also in that of blood. I found
that there existed several intermarriages between the two groups. In this sense both groups have been
interwoven rather tightly in terms of the ogre-tile school making as well as in ancestry.

Next, I will discuss the relevant contributions of the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro line to
ogre-tile making. The main contribution of this line as a whole is an introduction of a plaster mold into
the world of ogre-tile makers. It was in the 1920s, immediately after the earthquake disaster in Tokyo on
September 1, 1923. Traditionally, ogre-tile makings were hand-made. However, as it took a long time to
make an ogre-tile, a plaster mold was introduced for the purpose of mass production, especially for the
reconstruction of Tokyo.
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