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Abstract

In this article I focused on the Iwatsuki Sentaro line. Focusing on the line, especially upon Iwatsuki
Sentaro himself, the state of the origin of the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro line will become
explicit. Though I could not get the details of the story of Iwatsuki Sentaro who worked as an ogre-tile
maker when he was in Enshu, it is a fact that Sentaro was what is called, “Bankumono” who was an
artisan traveling here and there. Through traveling various regions as an artisan of ogre-tiles particularly
in the region of Enshu, Sentaro developed his artisanship. It is not certain when he departed for Enshu for
the purpose of becoming an ogre-tile maker. However, it is certain that when he was almost in the middle
of his teens, he left Takahama which was his hometown. Sentaro stayed in the area of Enshu up to when
he became 45 years old. Then he went back to Takahama. At that time he was a great master of ogre-tiles.
Sentaro started on a new workshop of ogre-tiles in Takahama. It was the year of 1912.

The story of the foundation of the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro line in Takahama is not
enough to inform us about what Sentaro had done in the region of Enshu. However, as contrasted with
that of the Yamamoto Kichibei line, the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro has a richer story which
tells us how a new ogre-tile makers’ line originated. Furthermore, the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki
Sentaro line has most succeeded to flourished among other groups in Sanshu. On the other hand the other
large group the Yamamoto Kichibei line does not have a story of the origin of the line. In this sense the
story of Iwatsuki Sentaro and that of the Kamiya Haruyoshi and Iwatsuki Sentaro line is important and

unique.
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