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— “Kuroji” as Fired Tiles: the Yamamoto Onigawara Line (1) —
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Abstract

The third group of ogre-tile makers of “Kuroji” in Sanshu is the Yamamoto Onigawara Line. However,
the Yamamoto Onigawara Line has a double waver in terms of the patriarch. So I did not put the name of
the patriarch to the third group. What I mean by “a waver” here designates a kind of declination to refuse
to identify things. There are two wavers: One is the waver of blood and the other that of skill.

The first waver is related to the relationship between the Yamamoto family of the third group and that of
the Yamamoto Kichibei Line. The conjecture is if these two Yamamoto families are the same lineage or
not. The second waver is concerned in the skill and/or art of ogre-tile making. The key person is
Yamamoto Saichi who is the grand father of Yamamoto Nobuhiko. Saichi founded the Yamamoto
Onigawara but he is not a direct descendant of the Yamamoto family but an adopted person to the family.
Furthermore, he is not an ogre-tile maker called “oniitashi.” That is to say that there exists no clear
oniitashi as being a center of this group. As a result, the origin of the Yamamoto Onigawara Line is not

clear but rather vague or hollow.
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