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Abstract

This paper reports a case study of death rituals (Zangli) of Han Chinese in peasant village that located
on middle part of Shanxi province.

These date build on my own fieldwork from May in 2000 to February in 2002. Though Shanxi province
is one of a place ripened Han Chinese culture, there is only a little information about present ordinary life,
especially folk custom in social context. So I lay an emphasis upon account of observation about current
funeral rituals.

1 describe actions and explanations what they do, because I try to examine that some of these action not
respond to stabile, well knowing worldview, but are composed of information they have. They act and
explain through selective, interpretative and disputable process to obtain meaning. These aspect of funeral
rituals open to social changes, so that they able to maintain the meaning of funeral rites. Standing by these
analyses point, we can consider folk customs under socialist China.

In circumstance of losing Ancestral tablets and hall, Zangli that includes funeral rites and relationship to
dead offers valuable case to consider for today’s ancestral worship. After socialist transformation of folk
religion, many beliefs and practices toward cult of the dead, like offerings, representations that scientific
socialist regard as “superstition”, are prohibited, redefine connotation of death, replace these
comprehension by contribution to state, service to people. These changes lead critical problems for
traditional mortuary rites that based on the existence of soul, afterlife, supernatural sanctions or benefits
for descendant. In addition, new policies determine to palace of burial, farmer have no selection of
Fengshui (Good place for burial), no opportunity to construct ancestor’s collective grave. These official
statements effectively change substance of funeral rites, on the other hand, local peasants still need forms

to memorialization of ancestor, expulsion of corpse correctly.
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