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Abstract

One of the major projects under Greater Mekong Sub-region Economic Cooperation Plan for
developing the relevant area is the rehabilitation and improvement of a core rode infrastructure element
of land transportation network therein and this project has been proposed by and mainly practiced under
the auspices of the Asian Development Bank. Among those projects, the most significant one from the
view-point of expansion of trade and direct investment is Bangkok-Phnom Penh-Ho Chi Minh City-
Vung Tau Road Improvement Project, “Southern Economic Corridor”.

In this connection, this paper purports to discuss some issues on the present circumstances and
problems to be solved for considering the function of two leading ports in Cambodia, Phnom Penh Port
and Sihanoukville Port which will be tremendously affectéd by the Corridor in distribution of cargo. A
further aim, is to analyze the interrelation of those issues and the operation of the Corridor within
Cambodia and Vietnam, especially the considerable merits and demerits concerning these two countries
from the view-point of expanding trade and direct investment. The final aim of this paper is to examine
the necessary measures to some issues with reference to their expected effects on the Corridor.
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