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Abstract

The word “wenxue (SCE2)” first appears in Chinese in Volume six “Xianjin (453f£%)” in the Analects
((F@3E)) of Confucious. In this volume, “wenxue (3C£2)” appears immediately after “morals (f517)
“speech (F3&)” and “politics (B(F)”. According to the Analects, Zi You (T-%) and Zi Xia (T-5&) excel
in “wenxue (3C£2)”. Here the meaning of “wenxue (3CE2)” implies “the learning concerning characters
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and documents.” However, it should be noted that the word “speech (S3#E)” here carries the same
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meaning as “wenzhang (3{#)”. This “wenzhang (3C#)” means “bright and beautifully refined,” and
unlike modern Chinese grammer, does not carry the meaning of “sentence.” In context, “wenzhang
(3(#£)” indicates refined, beautiful words.

When Chinese characters were simplified and came to be written on paper in the later Han (7)
Dynasty, “wenzhang (3{&)” came to imply “what is written”, thus gaining the meaning of “sentence”
that it now carries in modern Chinese grammer. The word “wen (3£)” in “wenxue (3(£2)” also contains
in itself the meaning of “wenzhang (3 #)”, that is, the meaning “sentence.” Thus the word “wenxue
(CE2)” contains the meaning of both “wenzhang (3{F)” and “xueshu (E2£f7)”, i.e., “learning.” Later
when Xing Bing Ji{& annotated the word “wenxue (3{£2)” as “wenzhang boxue (SCEE{HER)”, he used
the word “wenxue (3CE2)” in the sense explained above. In the late Six Dynasties (75iH), “xue (£2)” (xue
in the broad sense) was roughly divided into “xue (£2)” (xue in the narrow sense) and “wen (30)”. “Xue
(£2)” contains Confucianism, various schools of thought, and the study of history. “3C”(“wen”) (in the
broad sense) is divided into two, that is, “wen (3C)” that has thymes (“wen 3Z * in the narrow sense) and
“wen (3()” that has no rhymes, i.e. “bi (4£)”. This “wen (30)” in the broad sense can be regarded as a
part of “xue (£2)”. This “wenxue (3CE%)” include “wen (30)” as “xue (£2)” = scholarship. “Xue (£2)”
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consists of four elements that contain “wenxue (3C£2)” along with “jingxue (f8£2)” = “the study of
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Confucian classics”, “shixue (51£2)” = “the study of history”, and “xuanxue (¥%£2)” = “metaphysics.”
This “wenxue (3CE2)” is the“wen (3()” or learning of “wenzhang (3(#)” and is learning distinguished
from “the study of Confucian classics,” “the study of history,” and “metaphysics” (the study of the
various schools of thought including the Tao school.)

In the second “wenxue (3CE2)”, “wen (30)” as “learning (£2)” is included in the larger concept
“learning (E2)”, but at the same time in the word “wenxue (3Z£2)” “wen (3()” and “xue (E%)” exist in
parallel as individual concepts. Thus “3CE2” is formed by combining the word “xue (E%)” which
expresses the “42#5” (whole) i.e. the overall, larger concept, whilst “wen (3)” expresses the smaller,
more specific concept or “¥i43” (portion) that is included in the larger concept. This particular structure
is an important characteristic of the “3CE2”. This structure where longer words are formed by combining
a word that expresses the larger, with another word that expresses the smaller, more specific concept is a
particular feature of word formation in the Chinese language. (sometims 2#8 + 47, sometims 843
+ 48 ) Other examples of words with this particular structure include “#&F5” “BC” “SEE” “HREL”

and so on.
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