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Graves in Vientiane Chinese Cemetery, Laos
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This paper surveys the graves in Vientiane Chinese Cemetery, and shows typology and
brief chronology of the graves. Vientiane Chinese Cemetery, managed by a Chinese
religious organization, is located approximately 7 km west of Vientiane city and adjacent
to Wat Tay Airport. The graves in the cemetery can be classified into three types, Turtle-
Shell Graves, Coffin-Shaped Graves and Chedi (Stupa)-Shaped Graves. Turtle-Shell Graves
and Coffin-Shaped Graves suppose inhumation, whereas Chedi-Shaped Graves suppose
cremation. The data shows the oldest graves in the cemetery, built in 1940s, were built as
small-scale Turtle-Shell Graves and Chedi-Shaped Graves. In1950s, Coffin-Shaped Graves
appeared and gradually became the most popular grave type from 1960s. In 1990s, the

size of Turtle-Shell Graves became larger.
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