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Abstract

This paper aims to review the introduction of a mobile testing system,
termed “Moba-Tesu,” to a basic English writing class at Aichi University. It also
attempts to analyze the students’ scores and participation rates of the on-line
exercises that they were required to do for their homework.

The mobile testing is said to be an effective state-of-the-art way of
motivating students to learn English and helping them retain what they have
learned in the classroom. The system enables teachers to set on-line questions, to
send e-mail messages to their students, and to monitor each student’s progress
through the mobile tests. Once students have registered for this system, they
constantly receive e-mail messages to their cell phones when new exercises are
ready on the web, when they forget to finish the tasks, and when their teacher

needs to say something. They can access on-line exercises by clicking the URL
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included in the e-mail messages, and check the results of the questions with the
answer keys in a few second after answering the questions.

Our students showed no hesitation in utilizing the mobile tests: they
completed 74% of the exercises and obtained 86% of correct answers on average.
The rate of completing exercises and that of correct answers dropped when the
students were not given enough time (for one week, at least) to finish the tasks.
However, they responded in the questionnaire that the mobile tests were effective

in improving their English ability.
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