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Anti-illiteracy in the Early Days
of the People’s Republic of China
MIYOSHI Akira

Summary

In the early 1950’s, People's Republic of China (P.R.C) had many
problems. One important problem was the illiterate population. The
Chinese Communist Party (C.C.P) and Mao Zedong said that 90% of the
entire population of China were illiterate. However, it was political
statistics. Why did they say so? Because they wanted to show off the
fruits of their anti-illiteracy campaign. This article will deal with the
problem of China’s anti-illiteracy campaign in the early 1950's.

From May to August in 1952, an anti-illiteracy learning method had
spread very rapidly all over China. That was an instant anti-illiteracy
learning method devised by PLA soldier named ]I Jian-hua (fB&%#). He
said that only 150 to 200 hours’ lessons were enough to acquire the ability
of literacy. However, there was not any result that Ji Jianhua predicted.
The first reason was that that method was not an educational one, it was a
political one. The second reason was that the time when that campain
started China was involved in the Korean war, and in the anti-
counterrevolution campain. That was the first season of politics.

In modern China, political overabundance was an ordinary state of
affains. Under these ordinary circumstances, the anti-illiteracy campain
plays the role of social education. But, there was no such chance in the
early 1950s" PRC.

Now, illiteracy of the PRC is 3-5%. This low rate is a result of the

efforts of teachers in the primary schools, not the anti-illiteracy campain.
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