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Abstract

The Great Journeys were months-long field researchs conducted from 1907 to 1944 by Toa Dobun
Shoin College students as completion of their study. While the trips were carried out mostly in the
Chinese continent, only limited number of research teams passed or visited Taiwan, a Japanese colony at
that time, and those who elected the island to a primary destination were an entire minority. This paper
examines why Taiwan was not favored as the main field of the Great Journey. The reports written by the
students show that they were not interested in Chinese part of the island. Instead, they inspected activity
of Japan's colonial enterprises, enjoyed Japanese foods, hot springs as well as townscapes, and were
surprised at “modernization” as well as “civilization” implemented by Japanese Empire. Thus, Taiwan
was regarded as a part of Japan rather than China and that is the reason why Taiwan was rarely chosen as
the main field of the Great Journey by the Toa Dobun Shoin students who had specialized in China

studies.
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