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7—<=< The Present Situation of Secondary Schools in

Taiwan

I Social Background

Accompanying the high economic growth, Taiwan’s educa-
tion is faced with many changes. In 1994, the Executive Yuan
(fTBBE) set up an “Educational Reform Committee”, to
research how to improve the present educational problems. In
1996, the Committee published an “Educational Reform
Report”. According to the report, Taiwan’s education will

have great changes in many aspects, when entering the Z1st
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century.

II Eduational Background

1 Establishment of the school system

The main structure of the educational system mostly came
from the United States of America. A number of modifica-
tions and changes have turned this system into the present one
which is briefly described as follows :

voluntary .
entollment kmdelganen
compulsory elementary school
enrollment (six years)
compulsory junior high school
enrollment (three years)
enroliment . / ) l \ 5-year
after passing 0 high school vocational school junior —
examination (”’"’I year%/ﬂhfee yIa"S) \ colIIge
enrollment university 3-year 2-year junior :!-ygar (3-year job
after passing  or college junior college institute of  experience)
examination  (four years) college (3-year job technology
(2-year job  experience) 2-year
experience) institute of
technology
2-year
institute of
technology
enrollment  magter'’s degree
after passing  graduate program <

examination (14 years)

'

enrollment doctor’s degree
after passing  graduate program
examination  (2-7 years)

(or application)
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2 School year

A school year (SY) refers to one year period from August
1 of the current year to July 31 of the next year. A school year
is divided into two semesters. The first semester covers a
period from August 1 of the current year to January 31 of the
next year, and the second semester is from February 1 to July
31 of the next year.

3 Current situations of schools

A Comparison in terms of schools over the years is as
follows. The number of schools at all level was 1,504 units in
SY 50 when the density was 41.8 schools per 1,000 square
kilometers. By SY 97, the number of schools increased to
7,562 units, up 4.03 folds from SY 50, and the density was
209.02 schools per 1,000 square kilometers. On the arerage,
each town/township had 20.49 schools.

Il Secondary education

The term “secondary education” has been in the recent
development of Taiwan educational system at least including
four different types as follows :

1 senior high school

A senior high school offers general education between
compulsory education and higher education. The education at
this stage is designed to pursue physical and mental develop-
ment of youngsters and prepare them for study of advanced
knowledge and expertise. A senior high school admits junior
high graduates to study for three years. In SY 50, all senior
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high schools were still a part of middle schools which also
included junior high schools. At that time, 62 middle schools
admitted 18,866 senior high students. Subsequently, the num-
ber of senior high students steadily increased to 197,151 by
SY 72, more than ten times that in SY 50. Senior high students
gradually declined during the period from SY 73 to SY 81,
when the government increased enrollment of senior voca-
tional students to meet a growing demand for skilled workers.
Since SY 82, industrial upgrading has produced a growing
requirement for senior professional workers. A new policy
was adopted to reduce senior vocational students, causing the
number of senior high school students to rise over the years.
(Because many universityes were increased quickly.) There
were 291,075 senior high students in SY 97. The ratio between
senior high students and senior vocational students was 36.4 :
63.6.

2 Senior vocational school

A senior vocational school is designed to train youngsters
for basic technicians by teaching them vocational knowledge
and professional ethics. It admits junior high graduates to
study for three years. The goal is to teach youngsters produc-
tion knowledge and skills so that graduates could engage in
actual production work after leaving school. In SY 50, a total
of 77 vocational schools included 44 junior vocational schools,
one senior vocational school, and 32 integrated junior and
senior vocational schools. Students totaled 34,437 in number,
including 23, 211 junior vocational students and 11,226 senior
vocational students. By SY 68, when the nine-year compulsory

education system was implemented, all junior vocational
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schools stopped admitting any students.

Since then, vocational schools have transferred to senior
vocational schools. Some senior high schools set up vocational
programs. As of SY 97, the humber of senior vocational
schools increased to 204 units, and 87 senior high schools set up
vocational classes.

Senior vocational students totaled 509,604. Of the total,
42.07% were majoring in engineering, 38.69% in commerce,
3.69% in agriculture, and 15.56% in maritime and marine
products, medical care and nursery, and home economics and
arts. Under the current system vocational school graduates
may choose employment or enrollment, after passing entrance
examination, in four-year institutes of technology, two-year

universityes or colleges.

3 Comprehensive high school

The comprehensive high school, implemented on a trial
basis in SY 96, offers both senior high and vocational curricula.
It admits junior high graduates who may delay their choice
between the senior high and vocation curricula. Prior to such
a selection, they receive tests and advice to help make decision.
Students who have made decision may sign up both senior high
and senior vocational courses in order to increase their com-
mon knowledge and reach a goal of personally-tailored
dovelopment. This kind of education requires both a minimum
of school years and a minimum of academic credits. Ten
categories of disciplines offered by the school are domestic
language, foreign language, mathematics, social science, natu-
ral science, arts, living education, physical education, extra-

curricular activities, and vocational training.
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Vocational training has been arranged in a variety of
courses for students to choose. A plan has been made that
students will be permitted to take college courses in advance.
Graduation from the school requires a minimum of 160 aca-
demic credits. School graduates may participate in joint
entrance examination for universities, four-year institutes of
technology, or two-year colleges. They may join recommenda-
tion programs to get enrolled in the above-mentioned schools.
As of SY 97, forty-four comprehensive high schools admitted
20,508 students.

4 Five-year junior college

A five-year junior college admits junior high graduates to
study for five years. Students majoring in pharmacy, veteri-
nary, marine mechanic engineering, and marine affairs are
required to receive six years of education.

IV Issues and Problems
The economic miracle of Taiwan has taken place on this

island basically without natural resources. [ts human
resources have been able to excel through a good educational
and school system. We could understand that the educational
system of Taiwan is multi-purposed, functional and pragmatic.
But there are still many problems in the educational develop-
men of Taiwan. On the secondary education level, we found
some of the problems that should be improved as follows :
1. University professors have deplored the fact that senior

high school students coming to the institutions of higher

education seem to be less well prepared now than formerly

due to the quick expanions in senior high schools.
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2. The most significant development in Taiwan education in
recent years has been the considerable rate of expansion of
secondary and higher education. For some years now, about
94% of youngsters have stayed at secondary schools and
70% of high school graduates entered universities or col-
leges. In order for students to enter elite high schools or
universities, many parents send their children to private
“cramming” academies, known as “Busiban” (§§%#), for
more learning.

3. The elementary and junior high schools will take nine-year
consistency curricula from September, 2000. In order to
adjust this kind of curriculum changes, the secondary
schools have to follow them and make some changes similar-
ly. However, it is very difficult to modify the curriculum,
according to not only the educational administrators but also
the school teachers.
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