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The History of Mission Works of the Russian
Church (MRC) in Korea

Nobuko SHIMIZU

Summary

Since MRC in Korea began at the beginning of 20" century, many kinds of
misfortune befell MRC in Korea. A cause of distress of MRC in Korea was a bad
financial condition.

In its long history Russian Tsar forced obedience on the Russian Church,
which therefore lost independence. Politicians who paid a big attention to
Eastern Asia took the initiative in MRC in Korea from the very beginning. Of
course there were some politicians who stood against MRC in Korea, and the
disagreement of diplomatic opinions among Russian peliticians delayed the start
of MRC in Korea. Only 4 years after MRC in Korea started, before they had
made the foundation stable, the Russo-Japanese War broke out. Since 1904 MRC
in Korea had to stop for 2 years.

After the Russo-Japanese War MRC in Korea began again at once. Korea is
very far from the Russian Church in St. Petersburg, and so MRC in Korea,
which at first had been controlled by the Russian Church in St. Petersburg, fell
under the control of the Russian Church in Vladivostok.

Next to the Russo-Japanese War, it was the Russian Revolution that most
affected MRC in Korea. Because of the revolution MRC in Korea lost money
from Russian government. Without the money, on which MRC in Korea had
been totally dependent, it was very difficult to keep up the mission works in

Korea.
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After the Russian Revolution MRC in Korea couldn't keep in contact with the
Russian Church in Vladivostok because of the civil war, so they fell under the
control of the Russian Church in Tokyo.

After the Russian Revolution the head of the Russian Church became
weakened. The Bolshevik government, which finished Russian Tsarism,
demanded rights to the estate of MRC in Korea, and a church in Harpin, which
had diverged from the Russian Church, also demanded rights to MRC in Korea.

Before World War IT, the head of the Russian Church in Tokyo was suffering
oppressions of Japanese Army, so he made MRC in Korea independent from the
Russian Church in Tokyo.

Finally, the Cold War between Russia and America after World WarII didn't
enable MRC in Korea to return to the Russian Church, but brought it under the
control of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, whose foundation was
established by mission works of a Russian missionary Veniaminov in the middle
of 19" century. Therefore MRC in Korea lost any relation with the Russian
Church.
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