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Abstract

The Great Journeys were months-long field researches conducted from 1907 to 1944 by Toa Dobun
Shoin College students as completion of their study. While the trips were carried out mostly in the
Chinese continent, only limited number of research teams passed or visited Taiwan, a Japanese colony at
that time. By extracting the data of groups that visited the island, this paper considers several key aspects
in understanding of the Taiwan routes. The analysis shows firstly that Taiwan constitutes the important
part of the Southern destinations of the Great Journeys, especially as the main gateway to the Philippines
and further south. Secondly, the port of Keelung had played an important role in the routes to the greater
extent than the port of Kaohsiung. Finally, Taiwan was frequently visited at the end of the journeys and
its Japanese-ness under the colonial rule appears to have functioned as a sort of reward for those who
succeeded in carrying out the hardship of the long fieldwork in foreign countries.
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