@RIEE

Some thoughts about Christopher Patten,

the Last British Governor of Hong Kong,

and his Book “East and West”, Published in 1998.
BEEABROREBIVRARNTZ7— - Ny TVYRE

1998 FiCHIRE N HOBY THEFE) KOWTOER

John Hamilton
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I'like Christopher Patten and I think he did his best for the people of Hong
Kong. But I also think that China needs a strong government at the present
time. In September 1998, before coming back to Japan, I went to hear
Patten speaking at the Royal Institute of International Affairs in London.
There were lots of people at the meeting, not only because Patten was the
last Governor of Hong Kong and a controversial one, but also because he
is possibly the next Conservative Prime Minister in England, but only
possibly. The title of his talk was ‘Some Hong Kong reflections—a year after’
but it ranged wider, and its purpose was to launch his book “East and West”
which also ranges wider. [ bought the book before the meeting began and
read it on the aeroplane all the way back to Japan. | thought it was a good
book—there was much food for thought in it for me—and I was back in
Japan almost before I left England.

I am now rereading the book and I am enjoying that too. The book is
curiously amateur which I find refreshing. I feel it is written for the benefit
of the writer as much as for the reader, but why not?

I like the way the book is built around quotations from Confucius. Not
many British politicians have put time and thought into the study of
Confucius. So that is a mark in his favour. And I like the quotations he
selected for the chapter headings. I give a few examples with the Chinese
text beneath. The first one is:

‘Make the local people happy and attract migrants from afar.’
(Analects 13.16)
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It is interesting that such a new city as Hong Kong should be so aptly
described by a quotation from the Analects written 2500 years ago. For
Patten, Hong Kong is a great refugee city with all the energy of the great
American refugee cities. England also has at various times received
refugees and benefited much as a result.

I also like this quotation.

‘Is there one single maxim that could ruin a country?’

Confucius replied: Mere words could not achieve this. There is this
saying, however: “The only pleasure of being a prince is never to suffer
contradiction.” If you are right and no one contradicts you, that’s fine;
but if you are wrong and no one contradicts you—is this not almost a
case of “one single maxim that could ruin a country”? (Analects 13.15)
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And this quotation I have been unable to locate in my copy of the
Analects. Did he invent it? It seems to fit very well with Patten’s idea of how
Hong Kong, or indeed any country, should be governed.
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Zizhang said: ‘How can one be generous without having to spend?’
The Master said: ‘If you let the people pursue what is beneficial for
them, aren’t you being generous without having to spend?’
(Analects 20.27)

[ haven’t got the Chinese translation for this.

The quotation which begins the chapter ‘How to make money’ is:

Do not sit on a mat that is not straight. (Analects 10.12)
AR AR AL, Ak,

Patten says that many western businessmen are reluctant to do business
in China because there is no rule of law there, while the rule of law does
exist in Hong Kong. The mat in China therefore needs to be put straight.
This is a very important point and [ want to look into this more myself. In
the following Chapter he writes about Lucien Pye’s book ‘The Chinese
Negotiating Style’ (1982). At Aichi University in Japan we are very starry
eyed about China and its prospects—perhaps too starry eyed. Maybe it is
because we all have good Chinese friends. But the decision makers at my
university would do well to study Lucien Pye before dealing with Chinese
Universities in the future. That is a useful piece of advice from Patten. Is Pye
available in Japanese translation, 1 wonder?

On the whole | am more optimistic than Patten. I think that the next
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century will be the Pacific century—it is a serious runner—and that in 50
years time the whole of East Asia will be up on a level up with the United
States. Two years ago I was in Henan Province in China driving along the
motorway from Kaifeng to Louyang. It is called the Kailuo Expressway.
Later | saw a map of all the different sections of motorway in China. Every
province has motorways and they are just waiting to be joined up. China is
beginning to look like America already. Another thing that has changed
recently is the computerisation of the railway ticketing system. Considering
the scale of China’'s rail network, this is a big step forward.

| feel that the 1997 collapse in Japan and South East Asia which Patten
makes so much of, is only temporary. It was due to financial
mismanagement in certain countries by people who should have known
better. Things may get worse during the next year but in the end the lessons
will be learnt and things will improve, That's what I hope anyway, and at
the moment China and Hong Kong seem to be holding the line. There have
been financial hurricanes before. In 1972-3 the Hang Seng index went
down from 1750 to 150. This was due to financial mismanagement at that
time by the British directors of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank. These
things happen, and there is no need to get too excited.

Patten is quite right in his book to say ‘Don’t underestimate Japan.' |
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guess he was refering to the Clinton visit to China, missing out Japan. [ am
optimistic that Japanese and Chinese will get along better in the future
though both sides have to make the effort. He also says that it will be a long
time before the Japanese and the Chinese are reconciled to each other in
the same way that the French and the Germans are. I think | would agree
with this, though some Japanese can operate very well in China, and some
Chinese enjoy living in Japanese society.

Reading “East and West” I feel that there are many things that Patten
doesn’t know from first hand, and [ wish he did. One is that the influence
of Hong Kong in China is already very strong. This is especially so among
the young. | have seen the clothes the students wear and heard the music
they listen to, and 1 know what they hope for and dream about. Hong Kong
leads the way for the young people of China. There is some truth in the idea
(not mine) that the return of Hong Kong to China was a reverse takeover.
And democracy is part of the package. The flow of ideas from Hong Kong
goes back to Sun Yatsen (#hiLi).

Another thing Patten doesn’t seem to know (reading his book) is that
there are many very nice people, who he has not met, at the top of the
Chinese system, who he would like, with good manners, deep feelings,
artistic sensibility and always a sense of humour, and love for their country.
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I would say that there are more gentry (Does one dare to use this word?) in
public life in China today, from old families and proud of it, than there are
in England, and many are members of the Communist Party who suffered
terribly in the Cultural Revolution, but are doing all right now. These people
are offended by what Patten says, even though they might, when pressed,
agree with him. It is the way he presents his message that they don’t like.
Back in 1994-5 they said to me: ‘He wants to be Prime Minister in England.
They couldn’t understand his bluntness. Gentlemen—they assumed he was
one—don’t say it like that.

I am not a sinologist. China is such a big place, and I have only seen a few
bits and met a few people. But I have travelled in China through the night
on a hard seat playing bridge with the Chinese people I sat down with, and
I like them. I have been to Xishuangbanna in the far south looking for wild
bees in the forests (that remain), and to the Singing Sands in the deserts of
the Northwest around Dun Huang which Marco Polo came across, and |
have eaten the best food in my life in Suzhou—washed down with
Shoushing wine (and I have lived in Paris). China is an exciting place to be.
I wish Patten had had the chance. If he likes France he would like China.

Patten writes of Macartney’s expedition to China and says that the best
book about it is Alain Peyrefitte’s ‘Collision of Civilisations’. Yes, I enjoyed
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it too. But I think that the best book is Sir George Staunton (Senior)’s
“Authentic Account of An Embassy from the King of Great Britain to the
Emperor of China” published in two volumes with a Book of Maps in 1797.
There are at least two copies in my university here in Japan so I guess it is
quite easy to get hold of. His son, also called George Staunton, then aged
only 13 years old, accompanied that expedition as Macartney's page. On
the ship going out he studied Chinese characters from the Jesuit priests
whom William Hamilton (my forebear maybe) had found in Naples to
accompany Macartney as interpreters. In Jehol the interpreters were afraid
to write down the final draft of Macartney’s letter to the Emperor Qianlong
(¥%F#). So the 13 year old Staunton copied it out. The Emperor wanted to
know who had done it, and presented the boy with a silk purse as a mark
of approval. There is a picture of this in the Royal Asiatic Society in London.
It was the high point of the embassy.

Macartney drew lots of conclusions from this expedition, but there was
one that he didn’t draw and that is that it is terribly important to try to learn
the language, and there is no evidence in Patten’s book ‘East and West’ that
Patten tried. It is a pity. It is also part of the British ‘Hong Kong Disease’,
which I hated when I was there. Chinese is no more difficult to learn than
French. Actually it is surprisingly similar, because the grammar is not back
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to front and upside down as is the case with Japanese and Korean. I know
that Patten likes France. Part of the fun of being in France is speaking
French, however badly. It is the same in China. Also it is polite to try to learn
the language. You can meet the other side half way.

In 1993 when I was in Beijing for a Beekeeping Conference—the
Beekeeping Conference as it turned out—the decision was made to hold the
Olympics in the year 2000 in Sydney, Australia. I think it is such a pity that
they are not going to be in Beijing. China has 1300 million people and
Australia has 13 million. (You have to be imaginative in such cases!) The
Seoul Olympics was a very good thing for the Koreans. If there had there
been no Seoul Olympics, I don't believe that Kim Daejung (&X) would
now be President of South Korea. A little more vision by Douglas Hurd and
others and Wei Jingshen (854) whom Chris Patten admires, could be a
future Prime Minister of China. There have been stranger stories. As it is,he
will probably be back in prison. Douglas Hurd is an excellent person—I
agree with Patten (I see him striding round the polo fiends in Oxfordshire.),
but [ don’t think he was right in this case. There are times in politics as with
personal relations, when you have to go against your better judgement and
see what happens, and this was one of them. Too many English politicians
and foreign office people learnt about China during the Cultural
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Revolution, but China has moved on since then.

[ am a member of Amnesty International and I do admire brave people
like Harry Wu and Wei Jingshen who spend year after year in prison camps
in appalling conditions and it is a good thing to try to get them out. I write
Amnesty letters and my students write the letters too and | am sure it works.
On the other hand, I also think that in any enterprise—whether it is a family,
or a company, or a school or a country—that a crack of the whip very
occasionally is a good idea, otherwise things drift out of control. Such was
Tiananmen. It is now nearly ten years ago, and China has become a better
place since then. [ don’t think that the clock was put right back in 1989. A
place as large as China with so many individualistic people could so easily
drift into chaos and misery for everybody. Look at Russia. Look at
Yugoslavia. That is why at the beginning of this paper I say that China needs
a strong government at the present time. Patten shares this conclusion on
page 291 of his book.

I am not one of these brave people like Harry Wu, but I have had the
experience of being arrested in China. It was in Zhangjiakou about five
years ago. It was a closed city then, and | arrived there by mistake in the
middle of the night from Inner Mongolia en route for Doulungbei (also
closed) and the ruins of Yuan Shangdu (Xanadu). I wanted to see if I could
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get there. I spent half the day in the police office beside the bus station
talking with everybody there. It was a great chance to practice my Chinese
which was fully stretched. And what a delightful collection of people they
were. I am sure none of them had never spoken to a foreigner before. In
the end the State Security (Gonganju 4% 5) arrived and everybody shut up
(!) and 1 was put on the train back to Beijing. Now Zhangjiakou is open and
I would like to go back and meet those people again, and give them a banquet.

In his book Patten is not complimentary about Mao (E{¥%). [ felt it was a
little bit like a Chinese writer being rude about Churchill. It is easy to be
rude about great men. I also have read Li Zhisui’s book ‘ The Private Life
of Chairman Mao’, but | don’t think it is an important book, and [ don’t think
it should have been written by his doctor, any more than Prince Charles’s
private telephone calls to his girlfriend should appear in the newspapers in
England. Here in Japan I have an edition of Mao’s collected poems with the
English translation beside the Chinese text. I really enjoy reading this book.
It is fine poetry ... in the Chinese, and the English translation gets you half
way there, and a dictionary takes you the rest of the way. If Chris Patten
wants a really nice way in to Chinese poetry I recommend ‘A Little Primer
of Du Fu’ by David Hawkes (ISBN 962 7255 02 5) There is a thousand years
between Du Fu (f:#7) and Mao but the tradition is the same and the poetry
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is surprisingly similar. Another great Chinese Communist is Zhou Enlai (He
is not such a good poet.) but I didn’t see him mentioned in Patten’s book.
And I have a lot of time for Deng Xiaoping (¥/’¥). He is Sichuanese. He
enjoyed his time in Paris helping Zhou Enlai. And he won the battle against
Jiang Qing (iL#). But for Deng, she might be Empress of China now, and
that would not have been good for Hong Kong or anybody else. Curiously
enough know someone just like Jiang Qing in England now. Mercifully she
is not going to make such a splash.

One other point about the book. On page 157 in his chapter on Asian
Values he asks, What do the Catholics in the Philippines have in common
with the Japanese Zen Buddhists? If Chris Patten visits Japan in the future
I would recommend that he visit the Dominican Community at Takamori in
Fujimi cho Nagano ken and he will find the answer to this question, and to
many other questions as well. There is much that Catholics in the
Phillipines have in common with Zen Buddhists in Japan. In fact Catholics
from the Philippines come up to Takamori sometimes.

So what is my conclusion. Well, I enjoyed his book. When I was in Hong
Kong I liked the Cantonese very much and I think Chris Patten set them up
as well as he could. On fundamentals he is right. I think he has as sound
grasp of economics as anybody, though his comments on the East Asia
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crisis are decidedly short term. You cannot possibly say that the Pacific
century will not happen simply because of an upset in 1997. And I think
that in the long run China will become a democratic society. It is heading
in that direction already. With the rise in incomes in China, and the greater
ease of communication—television, fax and e mail etc—it is impossible that
it could be otherwise. I think that Patten could have been more polite in his
dealings with China. Manners matter on this side of the world as much as
they do in Europe. We judge people by their manners. This book is not
polite. Asian people don’t always show their feelings when they are
offended, but they remember. Patten is often right, but sometimes the way
he says it, makes what he says unacceptable.

Will he be Prime Minister in England? It is possible, because after the
defeat in 1997, what was left of the Conservative party in their wisdom
chose an almost certain loser. Patten’s chance will come if the
Conservatives lose the next election. He is already a politician of
international stature. Patten’s name in Chinese 3% is pronounced ‘Panting’
in Mandarin. I am not sure how it is pronounced in Cantonese. It means
‘climbing up into the pavilion.” Maybe the Chinese are right and he is
destined for greater things. We shall see.

o F ol P TR A ML b &S I E A I H R
grE S moguwvicrY AT 2ELA LG SRR
BICE ST HEY CLEFOANEBETHREAD
kﬁf:“’?‘%jh’f@ﬂi&ﬁ!/g f%tb‘ﬁ.@\ﬂ;ﬁ
AT S PR L A2 L
il v : KX T A £, o
tt{%mxf:ﬁzf%‘f%?ﬂ*ﬁlﬂﬁﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬁi&
A rErTFowiREEF LY TFI A Y N
’%‘_’gﬁﬁ#)%ﬂﬁb%tw"lo‘GTB"“}}‘H"}%JZ
"J--Eii<'2’filiﬁ°03'Cf;b7)'*tﬁﬂ’c"'?$‘ffl-f")
IS 2 *Riz PEohBEBHROLLFTALAEKE > °
5 EAm T BRE L Eh “hEHY LT LA CENE
M CERFics wiRTNAEXFEzOFLME VS
G Hpirebsr LLYEdonUmMAiwEOLF
fE T g *HRRBRE L AETTEAAERN DAV
A A EE KX XS 2D S FE LR EIRE CHOD
bRl MAas T Al Lo [ BRALERERX
poIE 3 o e ‘R A T L TR x "L T — 1
TLB S CEET BIREZL LA EHCTHE
w W b g It ﬁf‘fia)u\fLil[/O@T'F)'T“L
20 % 5 g ° Ty AN iF e R fEEw
ch W ERJ B O EEMAL CEHTEFRES C
4 L =R S ) b £ N HEKHp 7O EFZILLOR
;;n{—”«*aga DL THD 2257070k M E&k
b+ TR ° 2o b T Yy ATHETE
R o - THREKZL LT HYAEFDLEV
28 @ E B FAEM 6 m 2] A
VB FHASAENL N TEIMT O R0 KM AL
cF T E 7 %t nWIE&ZEDNDT g Eattnx » 3 2

§



