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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the transition of representation of Taiwanese tea in Japanese
tourist media, focusing on ‘Chikyu No Arukikata Guidebooks”, a major travel guidebook series. The
analysis reveals that description of tea shifted gradually from “Chinese” to “Taiwanese” and the major
change happened from the mid-1990s to the mid-2000s. However, the term “Chinese” doesn’t disappear
entirely and the two terms has coexisted together somewhat in an incoherent manner. The shift can be
rephrased as the transition of identity from “single/Chinese” to “plural/Taiwan”. Furtheremore, this
process in Japanese media reflected so called de-Sinicization/Taiwanization that the local Taiwanese

society has been experiencing for decades.
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