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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the changing significance of Japanese Shinto shrines in
Taiwan from the viewpoint of Toa Dobun Shoin Students as Japanese young tourists from 1910s to
1940s. Toa Dobun Shoin students who visited Taiwan in 1910s often made mention of shrines and their
enshrined deity, Prince Kitashirakawa, the conqueror of Taiwan who died at Tainan in the suppression
war in 1895. In 1920s, however, the mentions of these shrines and the prince disappeared from the
students’ reports of impressions. In 1930s, students resumed mentions of Shinto shrines but they were
local shrines which increased in the local cities in Taiwan in 1930s. It shows us that these local shrines

L

were incorporated in local tourism in 1930s. On the other hand, Prince Kitashirakawa’s “exploit” of

conquest of Taiwan lost appeal to Japanese young tourists in 1920s and the appeal was never restored. It
is concluded that although in 1910s Japanese Shinto shrines functioned as a tool to arouse the memory
of Japanese conqueror of Taiwan to Japanese tourists, this function disappeared in 1920s.
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