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Professor Douglas R. Reynolds, Professor,
Georgia State University:
The title of my paper, “T6-A Dobun Shoin —

Yet another Meiji Innovation.”

It is a great honor to deliver a paper at this
distinguished lecture series. When Fujita
Yoshihisa invited me to give this lecture, he
requested that I discuss To-A Dobun Shoin
(TDS) from the point of view of foreign
research and foreign perspectives. TDS, along
with Té-A Do-bunkai (TDK) have been

subjects of my research for more than 30 years.

These two topics were first suggested to me
by Professor Eto Shinkichi in 1977 while I was
living in Tokyo and using the archives of Gaikd
Shiryokan. As I learned more about TDS, this
Shanghai school came to represent in my mind
an interesting but little known example of
Japan-China relations and friendship. Then, to
my surprise, I came to realize that the approach
of TDS to education, so the approach to
education — which were the approaches
developed by Arao Sei and Nezu Hajime — was
an approach that in the 1960s when I was in
graduate school at Columbia University, it was
an approach called area studies or chiiki kenkyt in
America. The curriculum, the teaching at TDS
was very, very much like the curriculum I was
studying, the program I was on, at Columbia
University. So the field of education known as
area studies developed in the US only after
World War II. TDS, however, developed this
approach more than 50 years earlier. I was
deeply impressed. And in 1986, I published an
article called “Chinese Area Studies in Prewar
China: Japan's T6-A Dobun Shoin in Shanghai,





