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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the representation of Chungking Mansions (EEEFAJE) in
Japanese tourist media. The dingy 17story building is located in showy Nathan Road in Kowloon, one of
the main tourist drag in Hong Kong. Although it is well known for cheap accommodation, exchange and
ethnic restaurants, the study on the ‘shady building” has been limited. Focusing on two major Japan’s
outbound travel guidebook series, “Chikyu no Arukikata (3% 5 & /) and “rurubu johoban (% %
SIEHRNR) , this paper analyses different sorts of tourist media and reveals 1) that discourse of the
building as ‘shady’ or ‘fishy’has been consistently recognizable since 1990’s, 2) emphasis on exoticism
including racism depends on travel guidebooks and Chikyu no Arukikata has been giving an moderate
and utilitarian account, and 3) although tourist media in general underscore the shadiness, they rarely

explain how or why the building is “shady”.
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