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Abstract

This study aims at conducting the comparative analysis of multiple compound adjectives (MCAs)
composed of more than three roots and their non-hyphenated equivalents appearing in British National
Corpus. MCAs function as attributive adjectives, while the non-hyphenated equivalents seem to be
idiomatic phrases, some of which can appear elsewhere in a sentence. Thus, the present study attempts
to clarify how often the non-hyphenated word clusters appear and what features they show.

The results of the analysis show several interesting facts. The phrases occurring more frequently
combined with hyphens than without hyphens tend to serve as an attributive adjective even when they
are non-hyphenated. Semantically transparent phrases appear more frequently without hyphens,
particularly in prepositional phrases. Semantically opaque phrases can become predicative adjectives

more often than the others.

1. ZEEGTEH CIFEHEER

% B AR (Multiple compound adjectives) & 1, 3 DL EDFERENNA 7 2 Tt
HINT, AFOHNCE» N, Z D46 % REBHT 2WEFDOZ L ThH 5, PEEE (2015)
TlE, 43R ETHRS W EAEFICOWT, BB L kEOma— S22 HwTZ
O LB AR R - 7o, AWFRTIE, 458D 6 A OEATAG LB NIZFE L
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THDHD, NA 7 TEPNTORVEER GEEEER) P80k RIR2BVWET50
. ERLEESET L OELUE L ES 2 KRR — 22 B0 CHREET 5,

2. DITE

AW TIE, A XV REFEDO KRB 2 — %X 2T & % British National Corpus ® Mark
Davies [GAM 2 LT W a4 v 5 4 v B (BYU-BNC) %l L7, Rl % R 2 & ix
HABHEDOT -2 DALL, EFEHEDT— Y 3 EHRLOBOBREEEDR D OFEN
BRIND DRI LT, SRR L 72 &#ii BYU-BNC DFEFLFFET — 2 OV A X,
#8630 JTFE72 - 72, HlEIDGHT DRSS TIX 8800 HFETH - 7248, WFIFEE L T3
Xl EEBI L2200, HTHASHhTws, LarL, ZoXEiF, £REGICH %28
TARFRDOE R DIICIZFHCRE R EL2H5Z5b0TIIRVEEZ SN L - DREERL
Ripro Tz,

AMHEZLTOMD TH %, FEE (2015) THS H T 7k o 72 %5E - KEBIC @ L <
HT 25 EEAMAHAIMERE2WREL, 204 7 v 2HIBRLTTE 3ER (GRS
FERE) ICoWT, I—RANMOMKRY 7 FRFEHLCWIEME L, XOoE1i1EZ0D
4IEH L S EHEATRFADE®R AR LEDDOTH 5,

K1 HEEE - ORFET — R RICEN S S EEATAT L 2 0EIK

state-of-the-art i) up-to-the-minute RO, ERED
run-of-the-mill Hosni, Fi out-of-the-way HENNT, WAz
middle-of-the-road | BUAMIIZ HHE D once-in-a-lifetime ANEIZ—ED
turn-of-the-century | (20) A KFIHE D 24-hour-a-day 1 H24F;H o
hole-in-the-wall LW, b oIlFXT R dyed-in-the-wool R, WKL 72
top-of-the-line by 7O, fEid | pay-as-you-go FEEHA O D
spur-of-the-moment | FEDHAD, L > XD live-and-let-live BHWTHBETIC

75 8. 24-hour-a-day 1324 hours aday & L TR L7z, RiZ, &b h-LMmRH
L, BHE - SUCB T DHERRE - B - aur —va it owTatizfro 7.,

3. RRMREER

3.1 &
T T2 72 14T H O FEHEERICO VT, 2 — S22 N LB LIEREXD
F21CF LD, ERFEZUMEINICOEL, HEIX10053EH 720 THIHL 2, EFOR
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7o X TOMMGERE OB 2 BRI, 2R8I 2862 TRICR L., 7z, TBH
GO W TEBREE EBGREIC T 7z, A T4 P ERIEL ZfEiTE, SHETIE Thg
T7rHby AT L) T2EUEES BoTwd b o, REMEOATTIEE
LLEWEEZRT,

K2 O EEASTEAG L IEEEERO HIRMHE % A % & run of the mill, top of the line,
up to the minute, dyed in the wool, pay as you go @ 5 Z&EEDS N4 7 v H b T2/HEMU EDE
BEIC o TWwb, DE DA 7 U THRIG SN TEHEEATAT & L CRE DT
EBRDGEEDLVWET A D, TN D SEHENANA 7V TEINTICHN G A ORRER

K2 ZEEAET MM 7vdb) LIEERFERE (7 vk l) ORE

. - B ETEE | TP ofEERRE CHSEEE & E1&) -
ki ERE — - T &3t
bo | 7wl | BE | Bk | 4 | EE | @b
65 9 57 131
state of the art 1.61 L B R R N A
49.6% | 6.9% | 43.5%
. 10 3 3 16
run of the mill 0.50 L R B At B B
62.5% | 18.8% | 18.8%
) 4 5 86 95
middle of the road 0.42 I O e B R A S A
4.2% | 5.3% | 90.5%
9 444 453
NP turn of the century 0.35 5.25 frrrri g e
2.0% 98.0%
. 6 53 59
hole in the wall 0.13 L T S B S B R A
10.2% 89.8%
) 2 2 4
top of the line 0.13 L T S B ] B IR e
50.0% 50.0%
4 1 65 70
spur of the moment 0.10 0.81 g
57% | 1.4% | 92.9%
) 14 5 2 21
up to the minute 0.51 0.24 oo
66.7% | 23.8% 9.5%
Pre.P
12 65 447 524
out of the way 0.32 6.07 [ e
2.3% | 12.4% 85.3%
. o 10 2 10 22
once in a lifetime 0.25 0.25 jrrmmm g e
45.5% 9.1% | 45.5%
Ad.P
3 117 120
24 hours a day 0.10 1.3 oo e
2.5% | 97.5%
. 3 1 4
dyed in the wool 0.19 L T S B R S N A
75.0% | 25.0%
VP 0.23 0.10 : 4 2 ?
ay as you go . B I e e Rl E el Rt R
payasyou g 33.3% 44.4% 222%
) ) 1 1 2 7 11
live and let live 0.08 L B R B s S At REEEEES
9.1% | 9.1% | 18.2% 63.6%
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HExE A2 L, REIICREREOAF I Tw 28GR Lrbhr s (RE
HiEDEE ¢ run of the mill (62.5%), top of the line (50.0%), up to the minute (66.7%), dyed in
the wool (75.0%), pay as you go (33.3%)), a5 T4E, T D 5 DO DIEEMEEREE, KD
WAL, OEFELF CHREMBEOIAGFAE LTHEHAINEEVIEY I Lavby
%o

POLHEOI AR O GE 2 & FICHEWEZ/R L 72 S D&, run of the mill (18.8%),
up to the minute (66.7%) , dyed in the wool (25.0%) TH %, TN bldNA 7 v TEINTE
BTLOECHN, N 7 U H R THREMEBEOAFCHMIN S Z NS VEERL
LCHRIZET72bDTH 5, HERMICS B RN ERELRT,

RIT, 2 DFEIHR L IEERSER O RO WBENIC R TA B &, LEESETAD
BHEERRY, ZNThOBEHIT L L ORGEEREZ R TRz LT0w b 2 &b
D5, ARG L LRI TR, AFfiERFoLEIciECheb 4L LTEh 5,
BIE ARG & U, BhElaidd@Eam e UCUholiE 2 B9 2 L b S, HiERIA
DA ZEIF & 5 > 13 be BiFd 7z £ OHFEF ORICK AT & LTHA T 5,

oL, TORTS ™A 7vHh - L, OHBIBHE L OFENE 6N E, N TV
Ho, DFVLEEAATE L THNLZHEIIEE L 0 250 Ld 2550, ZhHE
HORFOMWEE & B 22 Rl THIEE L I Ebh b, HlAE, LML E R
OREBEOS G, AFAE L CHRET 2 EIA1290% ICUT W 2 5> T, run of the mill (4434
188%) 4N LD IWEFAMNE L COBENnETH S, %72, up to the minute (FHlF
9.5%) WFEIGIME LTl EHE&2EL LAk, BEA D pay as you go (B A
22.5%) WERFAUPL LT E L TEET 2E A0 HFE V.

RAEEZBE, "ThA 70 L) OBEN ™hA7rbb) kb 250 E (BRI
5150 52015 RE) 1> T\ b 6JHH (middle of the road, turn of the century, hole in the
wall, spur of the moment, out of the way, 24 hours a day) ZBH L Cid, WHEED F % OBEE
XHTHIZFIFREOE A TRAEL TR I LD h 5,

IS DMEAD S, NA 7 v TEPNTHAINZHEIRVIEERIZ ENA 7 00374
THREAEOTARGF L LN, MA CRGRRAEOAEGFm & L TN E &
EOFEREL D EV, WEIIC, A 7 U2 WEEHOBEE O F25E VD DIE L Z OffiaE
ROBEHICIEI S L LA LI,

Flo, BRINICERZCAD L, XPBEY OFRHKTHMNINS, &2 VIR eE XFE D
DEWRDOM T 2 FFORER I NA 7 v LTHAZHE G, WEBOBBEIC DRSS 2
B, RN ERE B S RI BRI OEE 2 3 2MHA2H 5,

K325 53.5ClE, WHEEIICBAFE Ra»3o, S oIckEE iy 5,
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32 &3\

Zofiicid, LFTOREEFEOENE R TT T EicT %, £ state of the art 12D
WTH LR TALS, COEHIEINA 7 v OBERAMbLTEHTES 72 b OHEINLS
Fl L2 BHEORERTH L, R2OEO, N 7P R0GAICIEEVEIS (49.6%)
CTIREMEOWRFAT L 55, —H T, Lil0OKEE Rz TEH &I fhoFER & kT 2
EAORVEIE (435%) Lo TWwaA, Z0D2ODKEMKETTICENS Z L bho
7zo BREMFEOHID (1), LFAGE LTHHASA TV 26025 (2) TH 5,

(1) English and Japanese chefs will work side by side in a ‘state of the art’ kitchen area preparing

Japanese dishes such as Beef Teriyaki, Chicken Sashimi, ... (KON W_misc)

(2) The present state of the art raises difficulty in carrying out the exercise described above due to

the absence of acceptable methods in some specialities. (EVY W_commerce)

#lo (1) DT, state of the art IZ & - T kitchen 2 fREBEHM S TE Y, (2) Tl The
present state of the art & \» 5 ZEAHZTZKL Twb, O (2) Dikic, Laa OFEHICIZE
TR DS TE A A, present ° current & Vo 7z THTED | & W I EEFNEIE I N D 5E
BE L Ronsd, 72, (1) DERIC, state of the art 255 HEF TR Z 1% & DA DO EE
FEBE DFEBIC 2200 & TRERGI D 1 HIFREZ I 5,

#aciddne (69%) oo, ORI () ORICEBREO AR & L TbBin
%o

(3) We believe the systems we have constructed here are state of the art. (CBY W_commerce)

LB & state of the art (JBHEEATE | AT WG 2 RS 2035 & R CIRBRE M
EOWEFM OB E 232 2 EH% T, FEREFALOREIMRD THROVEERFEEZ N
%o

iz, Toxga 7o L) THNABEEDITERINIZS 5> 72358 (middle of the road, turn
of the century, hole in the wall, spur of the moment) % R T&A X 5, T b DIEHORHIZ,
K20y, FROWHEEDO AT E LTXHTHHIEL, ZD0HEG290% 2R T
DRTH D, LichoT, REMEDIEAEF & LTENZHGI MO TNS L ho T
% (middle of the road (4.2%), turn of the century (2.0%), spur of the moment (5.7%), hole in the
wall (10.2%)), HiffiCdiRR72H, Zh o DFEHIEERNICEEHTH- T, 205D
hole in the wall BIStd 3 D DFERHIE EICHTEF O HIVFE L L TBN 2 Z L REINTH %,
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K DHI (4) 1%, middle of the road ZSHIE R in & EHFADKRICH L HITH B, T DIERT
@mfﬁi%@%ﬁﬁ%6%(%9%)%ﬁbmeM%)ﬁ%@ﬂK&<&ofwéo

(4) Howard’s eyes widened as he saw a man standing in the middle of the road, who, it seemed,

they were about to run down... (FSR W _fict_prose)

FEED Z & A3, turn of the century ICBI L TH E X 5, Z DEFDELAICIT at (46.4%)
L by (16.5%) T 2 RIEFN 2K 25608 EENICE . Z DR LTI A
B3 2 AliES (from, since, before, until, around 72 &) ICfEZX 6N 5HH B onsd, KD (5)
& (6) Ixat & by TIHE 2HIEFAMNZ T 2061TH 5,

(5) In 1980, the United Kingdom population was 56 million, up from 19.7 million at the turn of
the century. (J57 W_ac_polit_law_edu)

(6) Some forecasts suggest that, by the turn of the century, 250,000 skilled people will have been

lost to the industry. (HHX W_hansard)

X HIZA L Z & 2 spur of the moment ICH Y TidE %, BiE on & EHREFACH T D
FEREDBIN, ZOFIA1391.4%ICETH 5,

(7) 1bought it on the spur of the moment after spotting it in Los Angeles.

(CHI W_newsp_tabloid)

BRI 454 hole in the wall ICDWTRTA L S, TOEREESLL TEHEOR, %18
THFAGTHERAIN25EGPER 2 0BV IEZ2 DTV, R0 1 ELREMREDE
BilThr0, o LI EKRDIE»IC, UTO Q) IKRT &5 2B ABKIAEE
WES R RN D,

(8) THE Bank of Scotland is to update its ‘hole in the wall’ cash dispensers to make them faster

and safer. (K5H W_newsp_other_commerce)

ZZTHh, M 7oA LTI AMSPHwLENTWS Z ik, FHHICET %,
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33 HBIERAA

C OHEiICIIHTE ) ORIEZ2 K OEMHL LTl D & 5 hifFEEiIc L 203 L RT
f7s FF. ™A 7050 TOMEEN "4 70l O2f5M ETH b, FEHFEE
TORERIETCOFH2766.7% & JEHICmWWEIE %78 L 72 up to the minute 12D W T RLTHA
£, HOQ) TIE, NA 7D THREMEOHEFE LTEELTWE Z Losbdy
%,

(9) For details of how to get up to the minute information on both DEPARTURES and ARRIVALS
from your local airport ring the following Index Line: 0836 402770. (AMD W_misc)

Z DFITIx, 4 information Z B L C TiRFIE#HR, tWIHIBHKZEL VLS, XD
(10) 13 C OEERESFORFAECHEA I Tw 3HITH 5,

(10) PAUL JOHNSON SALES assistant Paul Johnson is up to the minute when it comes to fashion

but that’s hardly surprising. (K4C W_newsp_other_social)

CoHTIE TYaryrRiE77yvavic3ERETH S LI EWREERT, &
B, FERRICIR o T, BIHfFCHEE N 2MRFITERTH o7, 8BS <. IR
CTHOELEFLEDELTARINTLIEALYHOOTEZLIEEZ NS, F
o, —fREhEE & RSO o CRIFIRIRE 2 R TEIA MR o 7 (95%),

K, LA CR O BBHESEL, ™A 70 H b ) OBADIIFICH 2o T
% out of the way IC DO W TR TA XS, TOFEHIE HHEL LN £ VI LFHEY 0
FizxRTEKE, ZORK2HIERL T Nidtniz, TRZEDL D &) TEEVLR L v o
FHEN LR ERER O, B, ZoIEESEREIBEIORR 2R T R\ L ILEL <, B
EDOFEEOPLOGFD 68T EKEZRTHIL v, KO (11) i push &, (12) 1F get
L 2HITH B,

(11) Michael pushed him out of the way. (CR6 W_fict_prose)

(12) “Just tell them to open the doors and get out of the way.” He raised his voice, looking up at

one of the security cameras. .. (G04 W _fict_prose)

COERPICHEBTZ2EFOHIESL L, izl T AICE L B A R T have, get, keep,
B8 D move, slide, step, RKDEH D% > TH L DF % elbow, kick, shove 7 £ D% F 51
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b, CDRHIOREFTGIE-WREEFLE LD ICHACEHFOBE 2T 2P E L
(853%), L7ch->T., T DIEEFEEMAIRERECHN 28 138D TRy (23%),

34 REIFE®

e AL LR DS R ZA ] D R % £ once in a lifetime & 24 hours aday IO W TR TA K 5,
—IC—EE WS T OFEBEA 3R T once in a lifetime (X, £ 2 Db, BEHEO
Al d 5 IEFETD E L TRCEATHM: (455%), X0 (13) & T—Hic—E o
K LvsERTHEbh A REMEOHITH 5,

(13) ... when he said that this evening’s fight might be a once in a lifetime affair.

(CEP W_newsp_other_sports)

C OFEFRFEIFT E LT BN, (14) 1285 happen IZHE Bl TH 5,

(14) This kind of thing happens once in a lifetime. (ADP W _biography)

JIZ 24 hours a day 2SEIGAH O E %2 LT 2 — 7246 (15) 2 RTA X 5,

(15) Ring our special Tarot Line any time. Our line is open now, 24 hours a day.

(G35 W_pop_lore)

CoBIo@EY, ZoIERHE T—H24KE, v EGEEEETRIF OB E BBk ET
97.5% % 5O TWw3,

35 EhFEE
REBICEHATNOBEZES 3 DOEHICOVWTEALTAL S, XD (16) TlE., dyed in
the wool 13%% % 1T 2K % %45 colleagues % [REBHI T 2 TERFAOE E %2 L T\ 3,

(16) Neil Kinnock former idealist who realised that he has to temper idealism with reality and also
persuade his dyed in the wool colleagues that their ideas were out of date.

(K52W _newsp_other_sports)

COERZ SR OREIE (461) Bbhvwb oo, REBHITOERRTS0%ICH>TE
D, RIFONAT7UHDDWEDHB AL S hoTwb, BRMWICHAEW %72
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B, HHEOBENEEEFZ LS,
R (17) 13, BiEfy oGz o dis i BT L LB aHITH 2,

(17) Her tastes merely appalled me, but she felt threatened by mine. She couldn’t live and let live.

(BMR W _fict_prose)

Zoflix, THD A THAEMAL EwHRE b XHNLEEREDY, 20Xk LEEH
2THLVIBRTEHFAMNE LTHAS L 2RLTE D, HEFEAUTOEESIZ63.6% &
o TWnb,

o, RE O ELTEZINIEE, RO (18) DRRICERSLFAN L LTHKEET 254
bH b,

(18) It lacks tolerance, the spirit of live and let live and militates against Christian people, in

particular Catholics. (K52 W_newsp_other_sports)

Z DOBITIE of DIEHR DA F I e IEHIEFEREA spirit (M) OWNEEZRLT, THY
FETTHARMA L v S & v HFGEBRL T 5,

4. X&&H

HIffi O3 1E T, a— SRAEZFH L 2o RER2ICE LD, ERERZDH L
Too FHE32fIDIETIX, ARG BRG] Z2 20 e hY 6 2 2 O FEELAE FERE O R
EON L7z, ThoOfRIE, XROR3IOEHICEEDEND,

RIDORTHED | RS TIE BYU-BNC Z i L 72 RBHIOSHTIC & b D DFEED
O o T N A 7 v TREEN 2R CTHENSWERIZ, SEHEAAFAL L TO
EFAAE . A 7 U H e L THIRIFPHLL LoB& TREMEOFAFT L LS
NTwi, =T, N 7D WIEEREROMEN GV O, REMETEE IR
ROMREGE DR OB R U TS C L% L BRINICIZEEO T Y OB% A2 RT3
b On%hrote, LEEATVRFALE L THRNEEOEVWDDTH, N 7Dk 0»
IEEHIEEH E LCoMd 2 L, ZOMHAINKESE LD, ARy —vR2RT 2 LD
5P Tz,
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#*3 FRHEEERE R

- H B ; kG &
§ST FEREOE S te
run of the mill
up to the minute
dyed in the wool NATHODBL | Ee (33.3~75.0%) | Bz 25AEPL 0
top of the line
pay as you go
middle of the road
turn of the century
hole in the wall A TUBELESD | (0~102%) | BT 25a5HI9%
spur of the moment
out of the way
24 hours a day
state of the art, BIEF U CEEE | B (45.5~49.6%) | k4
once in a lifetime
live and let live (ZIFE U CERBHEE | B (9.1%) DL =

SE

Davies, Mark. (2004-) BYU-BNC. (Based on the British National Corpus from Oxford University Press). Available
online at http://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/.

A E 2 (2015) T383E - KB o — SR L REEFHILIC B U 2 L EEATEAGL TCH21y 853455, 41-
50, BHIREEER S 2=/ —va v ¥R,



