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The Concept of Huangji in Cai Chen’s Shujizhuan: Focused on Its
Differences with Zhu Xi’s Interpretation

CHEN Shijun

Abstract: Cai Chen's (£27) Shujizhuan ({F548:4%)) is a systematic summary of the
previous study on Shangshu ({45)) based on the thought of Neo-Confucianism.
The book occupies a core position in the Shangshu study, but meanwhile was
attacked by many later Confucians that it is incompatible with Zhu Xi’s (JR%)
thoughts on Shangshu. Most of the existing studies failed to grasp the causes of
differences between Zhu Xi and Cai Chen from conceptual analysis and rationale
orientation. This article starts from the core concept of the Shangshu study in Song Dynasty:
Huangji (& #% ) , points out that Cai Chen inherited and developed Zhuxi’s
thoughts on Huangji in his later years. While Zhuxi emphasizes on the moral
practice, Cai Chen emphasizes on the principle of orders.

Key words: Cai Chen (Cai Shen); Shujizhuan; Huangji; Zhu Xi; Shangshu (Books
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