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The Appeal, Harvest and Bottleneck of Rural Confucianism in

Contemporary China

— Taking Rural Confucianism in Shandong Province as an Example
Abstract : The rural Confucianism in contemporary China refers to a group of
humanistic intellectuals who have cultural feelings and dedication to promote
Confucian activities in rural areas of Shandong province from the beginning of
2013. Besides, it also refers to a contemporary cultural practice of improving the
current situation of rural culture and rebuilding local civilization. In addition, it
also refers to a form of folk Confucian practice. The rural Confucianism arises
from the process of Urbanization, and its basic idea is to popularize the Confucian

culture to promote the reconstruction of rural ethical order and cultural ecology.
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Its primary goal is to improve the family ethics and reconstruct the human spirit,
and its long-term goal is to rebuild the Confucian education system and improve
the rural governance situation. The rural Confucianism has dual theoretical
appeal. It not only injects Confucian power into rural construction, but also
explores the outlet for the development of Confucianism itself. After four years
of development, it has improved the family ethics and social atmosphere, and
also got support and response from the Shandong government. Moreover it has
also become an academic hot topic, and demonstrated that the Confucian moral
thought in today can still play a role. But at the same time, it also faces many
bottlenecks, such as unclear positioning, funds, teachers and teaching materials.
Therefore it must break through these bottlenecks in order to continue and develop
in the future.

Keywords: Rural Confucianism, Theoretical appeal, Harvest, Bottleneck
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