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Summary

From the Chaos of Buddhism Caused by
Confuscian Thought to the Chaos of Confuscian
Thought Caused by Zen Buddhism:

Ruan Yuan’s Concept of Buddhism

QIAN Yin

The volume of Yanjingshi is the main collection of Ruan Yuan. Through the
research and clarification of his collection I found that, to some extent, Ruan Yuan
showed sympathy to Buddhism. He thought that although there used to be deep
difference between Buddhism and Confucian Thought, Buddhism, after its entry
to China, had always been used in the philosophical conversation of scholars of
Wei and Jin dynasties, that the opinions from Confucian scholars had been
absorbed in the process of translation of Buddhist classical works, that such
scholars as Li Ao had talked about Confuscian thought with the help of
Confuscianized Buddhism and that Taoism had influenced Buddhism, which, in
turn, had influenced Confuscian thought. He clarified Buddhism as Zen and Shi
Buddhism, which had a lot to do with his clarification of traditional Confuscian

knowledge as Han Dynasty’s Confuscism and Song’s.

Keywords: Ruan Yuan; Buddhsim; volume of Yanjingshi; Discipline of Dynasty



